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could be made. Jefferson felt his. helplessness and Ion the day when his tenure of office should cease, H •expired on June 1st, 1781, but the Assembly, then trying sessions at Charlottesville near Monticello, neglected to c successor, and for twelve days Virginia, was without a G( A party arose advocating a dictator for the crisis. T Jefferson, opposed with all his might. "The very thou{ declared, "was treason, against the people, was treason mankind in general." Whether Jefferson could ha^ elected for a third term or not is problematical. In the tnre there was considerable muttering. One member charged the Governor with incompetency. Jefferson i the question of his re-election, by declining to serve Through his influence his friend General Nelson, was cl his successor. Supreme military power was confern Nelson, but he proved to be as powerless as Jefferson relief from' the invader, and his dictatorial power onl; to make him unpopular. In a few months he threvi office in, disgust. There was no> relief until Washinptoi come down from, the north.
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